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What is the Scientific Community?

 The pvnet and pvconnect Scientific Community is a forum 

for discussing PV related queries of a specific and 

imminent nature

 The Scientific Community is available to all staff of a pvnet 

and pvconnect member companies’ PV Organisation

 The Scientific Community consists of:

 A searchable library of previously discussed queries

 A bi-monthly teleconference to discuss experience, practices 

and where possible conclude best practices for 3 to 4 

member queries

 A network of member Scientific Community contacts to 

provide insight into their companies practices

 This is supported by the Scientific Community website
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How can the Scientific Community help me?

 Does the same issue keep reoccurring in management 

meetings apparently because there is no clear answer?

 Are you receiving pressure from regulators to perform 

activities over and above, or differently to how you are 

internally interpreting regulations?

 Are you internally reviewing a PV activity or organisation 

and are keen to not reinvent the wheel?

 Are you developing activities in an area currently outside 

the scope of regulations and are keen to understand any 

accepted norms or practices?

The Scientific Community can provide you with insight into 

other members experiences, practices, issues and if there is 

any current view of good or best practice
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For pvnet members: http://pvnet.wcigroup.com

How can I access to the Scientific Community?

1. Select Scientific 

Community tab

2. Enter Company 

Access details

(available from your 

Scientific Community 

Contact Point)

http://pvnet.wcigroup.com/
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How can I access to the Scientific Community?

For pvconnect members: http://pvconnect.wcigroup.com

1. Select Scientific 

Community tab

2. Enter Company 

Access details

(available from your 

Scientific Community 

Contact Point)

http://pvconnect.wcigroup.com/
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How do I search the Scientific Community 

library?

Enter search criteria here

View summaries of 

previously discussed 

queries here.

Click on individual query 

to view detail

All summaries are dated

Details of next 

teleconference can be 

viewed here

Search Tips:

Think broadly and be aware of company 

specific language

E.g. An ‘Investigator Letter’ may also be 

referred to as an Investigator ‘Notification’ 

or ‘Mailing’

Queries currently under 

review in preparation 

of next 

teleconference can 

be downloaded here
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What will I find in a query summary?

Date of query

Members 

contributing 

to response

Related

Queries

References &

Definitions

Summary

Conclusions, Best 

Practices and WCI 

Point of View where 

appropriate

(more planned for 2010)

Blinded 

detailed 

responses
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How do I ask a question?

 Each member company has a Scientific 

Community Contact Point, nominated by your 

Head of Safety

 If you want to know who your contact point is 

contact pvnetsc@wcigroup.com

 Please submit your query to your SC Contact 

Point by the final query submission date (see 

following slides), who will then submit your query 

to the Scientific Community

mailto:pvnetsc@wcigroup.com


© WCI Consulting Limited 2010

How do I structure a query?

1. Reference to similar queries found by searching 

the Scientific Community Library

2. Explanation of all company definitions used 

and details of regulations referred to

3. Short summary explaining background to query

4. List of questions

Please keep queries to 8 to 10 key questions, the 

findings and conclusions from which can be 

discussed during a 20-30 minute item at the 

teleconference
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What happens to my query once submitted?

 A check is performed against the subject matter of 

the query to avoid duplication and repetition

 Queries are formatted and circulated to all member 

Scientific Community Contact Points with a request 

to provide details of your company’s practices and 

experience

 Your SC Contact Point circulates these queries your 

the relevant subject matter experts

 SC Contact Points return these responses to 

pvnetsc@wcigroup.com or 

deborah.gold@wcigroup.com

 Collated Summaries of Responses are posted one 

week prior to teleconference to enable review

mailto:pvnetsc@wcigroup.com
mailto:deborah.gold@wcigroup.com
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Can I share my company’s experience 

confidentially?

 Yes

 All responses you provide prior to a teleconference 

will be blinded and any company specific references 

removed

 Your company name will be listed as a respondent at 

the top of the page to provide context for other 

members and a Company Number randomly 

generated to identify your responses

 Current and previous experience and points of view 

shared on the Scientific Community teleconference is 

for the benefit of the other attendees and will not be 

documented
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When are the Scientific Community 

teleconferences?

 The Scientific Community teleconferences are 

held bi-monthly on the last Tuesday of the month

 Final date for submission of queries is 4 weeks 

prior to this

 Dates 2010/2011:

Teleconference Final Query Submission Date

Tuesday 27th July 2010 Tuesday 29th June 2010

Tuesday 28th Sept 2010 Tuesday 31st Aug 2010

Tuesday 30th Nov 2010 Tueday 2nd Nov 2010

Tuesday 25th Jan 2011 Tueday 28th Dec 2010

Tuesday 29th Mar 2011 Tuesday 1st Mar 2011
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Are there any future plans for the Scientific 

Community?

To increase awareness of the Scientific Community 

across the membership and encourage greater 

participation on the teleconferences the following are 

under consideration:

 Send notification of posting of final summaries of 

Scientific Community queries to all members

 Maintain contact groups for all interest areas (e.g. 

Risk Management, Signal Detection, Operations, 

QPs, etc) to enable direct invitation to contribute to 

particular query discussion

 Hold themed Scientific Community 

teleconferences (e.g. PV Sourcing, Social Media)
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I have some ideas to improve the Scientific 

Community, what should I do?

 We are always looking to build on the value of 

pvnet and pvconnect to members. Please send 

your suggestions to deborah.gold@wcigroup.com

 You will be contacted to explore and clarify your 

suggestion

 Significant changes will be discussed at Annual 

and Mid Year Forums to ensure formal 

membership approval

mailto:deborah.gold@wcigroup.com

